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Nottingham Council forced to remove fast food restriction
policy from local plan

8 July 2019 by Colin Marrs

Nottingham City Council has removed a draft local plan policy banning new fast food takeaways within 400 metres of schools
following the recommendation of an inspector who questioned the evidence behind the proposal and after objections from fast
food giants KFC and McDonalds.

Council forced to remove proposed ban on takeaways near schools. Image by Martin Burrow, Flickr
The council had proposed the policy in its emerging local plan part two as a response to the problem of obesity in the city.

The draft policy said planning applications for fast food outlets within 400m of school gates would not be allowed "unless it can be
clearly demonstrated that the proposal will not have a negative impact on health and wellbeing".

It cited public health guidance from the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence, published in 2010, which recommends
councils set limits for the number of takeaways and food outlets near schools.

The deleted policy also said that Nottingham has 111 hot food takeaways for every 100,000 people compared to averages of 88 for
England and 74 for the East Midlands.

However, a letter to the council from the inspector examining the plan, sent in January, recommended removing the policy as one of a

number of main modifications required to make the plan sound.
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She said: "There is insufficient evidence to support the link between childhood obesity and the concentration or siting of A3, A4 and
A5 uses within 400m of a secondary school..." and that "the criterion and justification should therefore be deleted/amended".

The council has now removed the policy from the plan and a consultation on the amendments closed at the end of last month.

Councillor Linda Woodings, portfolio holder for housing, planning and heritage at the council, said: "In a city with more than 350
takeaways, we thought it would be helpful for us to be able to control new applications for fast-food outlets that were within 400m of a
school.

"We worked up a detailed proposal to be considered by the Planning Inspector for inclusion in the draft local plan — we received
objections from both McDonald’s and KFC.

"The inspector has taken a look and feels that there is insufficient ‘locally-specific evidence’ to prove a link between child obesity and
proximity of takeaways. Her suggestion is that this is removed from the draft local plan.

"While the council will now respect this view, we feel we need a much clearer direction from the government and a policy which works
across the country if we want to tackle child obesity properly."

A Planning Inspectorate spokesperson said: "The council’s policy referred to is being considered through the examination and was
discussed during a hearing session at the end of last year."

"The letter, which has been published on the council’s website, sets out a brief indication of why the Inspector considers the
modification to amend this policy is necessary.

"A fuller reasoning will be set out in her final report."

SHARE THIS ARTICLE

RELATED ARTICLES

New London Plan 'ban on takeaways near schools is racist', claims author
Takeaway allowed to open for after school trade

Takeaway rejected for impact on health

MORE ON THIS TOPIC

Go-ahead for 730-home mixed-use scheme on Derby city centre site
Plans submitted for 1,300-home Birmingham city centre scheme
Go-ahead for 970-home Nottingham mixed-use regeneration plan
Daventry leisure complex given green light despite heritage concerns

Judge rejects legal challenge against shop food unit conversion

Have you registered with us yet?

Register now to enjoy more articles and free email bulletins
( Sign up now )

Already registered?

A hub of impartial and in-depth planning infor{natlon. Signin )
Unlock Planning for less than £7 a week

Subscribe

https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1590223/nottingham-council-forced-remo... 17/09/2021



Nottingham Council forced to remove fast food restriction policy from local plan | Pla... Page 3 of 4
PLANNING SOCIAL
Join the conversation with PlanningResource on social media »
Follow Us: ' b [in]
H l X
I.OMI'.)OHH ,
Haringey Council
Head of Development Management
Enforcement
Location: Haringey, London (Greater)
Salary: £74,000 - £86,600 per annum
APPLY NOW
Head of Development Management & Enforcement
Haringey Council Haringey, London (Greater)
Senior Planning Officer - Development Management x 2
Chichester District Council Chichester, West Sussex
Senior Officer — Compliance, Land and Habitat
Government of Jersey Jersey (GB) (JE)
Principal Planner (Development Management)
Dover District Council Dover, Kent
Senior Planner
Government of Jersey Jersey (GB) (JE)
Deputy Team Leader — Planning Applications
Ashford Borough Council Ashford, Kent
Team Leader - Plan Making and Infrastructure — Spatial Planning
Ashford Borough Council Ashford, Kent
Associate Directors, Principal and/or Senior Town Planners'
AECOM We are flexible for this job to be based in any of our office locations, including options to WFH.
Renewable Energy Planner
MKO Ireland (IE)
Planning Officer (H-l)
Plymouth City Council Plymouth, Devon
[ More Planning & Regeneration Jobs ]
Search jobs
A hub of impartial and in-depth planning information. )
. Subscribe
Unlock Planning for less than £7 a week
https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1590223/nottingham-council-forced-remo... 17/09/2021



Nottingham Council forced to remove fast food restriction policy from local plan | Pla... Page 4 of 4

{SPECIAL GFRER

September Special

Target leading planning professionals

Premium Listing | Email Marketing
Editorial Job (1 week) | Sponsored Keywords x 3

PLANNINGIOBS

m Helping young people FIND OUT MORE

with additional needs to thrive

Textsize A A A

Help & Information
About PlanningResource Advertiser Information Contact PlanningResource Terms & Conditions Privacy Notice
Accessibility Sitemap Cookie Notice Social About DCS Editorial Complaint?

Subscription & Registration

Subscription Options Subscriber web account activation Free trial subscription Register free for limited access FAQ

News
News & Analysis Email Bulletins RSS Newsfeeds Blogs & Comment Development Types Key Topics UK regions &
devolved nations Events

Site Sections
Casebook appeal summaries COMPASS appeal search Policy & Legislation DCP manual Development Plan Tracker Data
Strategic Planning Development Management CIL & Finance Special Reports Careers

Partner Sites
PlacemakingResource COMPASS Online Development Control Practice ENDS Report Mineral Planning Waste Planning

hagmarketj © Haymarket Media Group Ltd. | Terms & Conditions | Cookie Notice | Privacy Notice @

A hub of impartial and in-depth planning information.
Unlock Planning for less than £7 a week

Subscribe

https://www.planningresource.co.uk/article/1590223/nottingham-council-forced-remo... 17/09/2021



